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Application No.: 



2000-240409 



Date Drafted: 



November 20, 2003 



Examiner: 



Atsuhiro NISHIJIMA 



9308 2G00 



Attorney: 



Kenzo KARA 



Applicable Section: Section 29(2) and Section 36 

The present application is to be refused for the reasons set forth below. If the 
applicant has any comments on this refusal, written arguments should be filed within 60 
days from the mailing date of this refusal. 



1 . The invention of the following claims could easily have been made, prior to the filing of 
the present patent application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described in the following publications 
distributed in Japan or abroad prior to the filing of the present application, or on the basis 
of the invention that became publicly available via telecommunication lines prior to the 
filing of the present application. Therefore, a patent is not granted according to Section 
29(2) of the Japanese Patent Law. 

2. For the reasons set forth below, the present application does not meet the requirement 
under Section 36(6)(ii) of the Japanese Patent Law. 



Reason 1 

■ Claims 1 , 4, and 6 to 8 

• Cited Reference A. Microfilm of Japanese Utility Model Application, Jitsugansho 



Reasons for Refusal 



Remarks 



1 
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61-60199 (Jitsukaisho 62-173831) 
• Detailed below 
Claims 1 and 6 

The cited reference A (see, inter alia, the description in background art) describes 
an invention relating to a circuit so arranged as to generate parallel data by using an 
external input data signal, which is serial data. Therefore, it is not considered that the 
inventions recited in the claims above have any particular technical difference over the 
invention of the cited reference A. Note that, the arrangement for containing the external 
input data in advance in the invention of the cited reference A is of such a level that a 
person with ordinary skill in the art can easily make as need arises. 
Claims 4, 7, and 8 

How to use the output data converted into parallel data, and what circuit 
arrangement to adopt for this purpose, are merely design matters that may be appropriately 
decided by a person with ordinary skill in the art in carrying out the invention. (It is not 
particularly difficult to apply, to the prior art described in the specification of the present 
application, the circuit arrangement and the like described in the cited reference A.) 

Reason 2 
Claim 5 

(1) From the wording "serial-to-parallel converter means for producing, as parallel data, 
the plurality of kinds of pulse signals by using the data, which is in the serial data, 
representative of the predetermined rise and fall timings", it is not clear what specific 
arrangement is adopted so as to obtain, by using the data in the serial data, the outputs as 
parallel data. Therefore, the arrangement of the serial-to parallel converter means recited in 
claim 5 cannot be understood clearly. 

(2) Claim 5 recites "performs conversion into the parallel data after performing an AND 
operation on (i) the serial data and (ii) the data that is sequenced with a period equal to or 
shorter than a data interval of the serial data and that has an interval which is one-nth of 
the data interval, where n is an integer". From Fig. 1(b), however, it is understood that the 
data interval is not constant. Therefore, "an interval which is one-nth of the data interval, 
where n is an integer" cannot be understood clearly. (It is necessary to clearly define, in 
claim 1, a basic clock with respect to the data.) 

2. 
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(3) The wording "performs conversion into the parallel data after performing an AND 
operation on (i) the serial data and (ii) the data that is sequenced with a period equal to or 
shorter than a data interval of the serial data and that has an interval which is one-nth of 
the data interval, where n is an integer" includes, within the scope of its meaning, an 
arrangement in which data having an interval that is identical to the data interval is used. 
In such a case, the technical meaning of performing an AND operation is not clear, for 
example. Therefore, the art of the invention recited in claim 5 cannot be understood 
clearly. 

(4) The technical relationship between the AND operation and the conversion into parallel 
data is not clear. Therefore, the specific arrangement of the serial-to-parallel converter 
means recited in claim 5 cannot be understood clearly. 

At present, no reason for refusal is found concerning those claims other than the 
claims referred to in this Notification. If any other reason for refusal is found, the reason 
for refusal shall be notified. 

<Suggestion for Amendment and Other Measures> 

It is suggested that close attention be paid to the requirement of unity of 
inventions if claim 1 is to be amended in such a manner as to limit the scope of claim 1. 

Note that this suggestion for amendment and other measures does not have any 
legal effect; it is merely one idea for overcoming the reasons for refusal. It is up to the 
applicant how to amend the specification and the drawings. 



Record of the Result of Prior Art Search 
■ Field of Search IPC 7th edition 
•G09G 3/00-3/38 
■G02F 1/133 505-580 

• Prior Art Document 

• Japanese Publication for Unexamined Patent Application, Tokukaisho 63-276099 
•Japanese Publication for Unexamined Patent Application, Tokukaihei 07-049664 
•Japanese Publication for Unexamined Patent Application, Tokukaihei 01-207792 
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•Japanese Publication for Unexamined Utility Model Application, Jitsukaisho 
63-017477 



This record of the result of prior art search does not constitute a reason for refusal. 

If the applicant wishes to make any inquiry regarding the reasons for refusal, or 
whishes an interview, please contact: 

Atsuhiro NISHIJIMA 

Patent Examination 1st Division, Nano Physics 
(Tel. 03-3581-1101 (ex. 3225), Fax. 03-3502-8858) 
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Defective? images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
^3~FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS " 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHffilT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: ■ 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
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